
 Sunset Ridge District 29 

Parent Connections 

Thursday April 4, 2019 

8:45-10:15am 

Sunset Ridge School 

 

District 29 Parent Connections fosters the social and emotional development of children  

by facilitating the sharing of information and resources, providing networking opportunities, and offering 

mutual support for District parents and community members. 

 

Minutes 
 

I. Attendance: Stange, E.; Whittaker, T.; Sukenik, I.; McGarry, S.; Macina, A; Marinello, E.; Damon, J.; 

Subeck, T.; Belian, G.; Peterson, A.; Dohre, S.; Crawford, S. 

 

II. Welcome & Introductions: 

 

III. Reports: 

a. SEL Update: Discussed D29Connect and how to measure how well it has worked out-

assessments. Discussed some options that were looked at during the ASCD Conference. One tool 

that stood out was Panorama. It is an online platform that provides the ability to track SEL 

growth. It provides researched based playbooks for teachers. It is also a direct instructional piece. 

25 different SEL categories are available and the assessment is customizable. The plan would be 

to administer an assessment in May, with a follow up assessment next year. It does not replicate 

the 5 Essentials. We also discussed the formation of a SEL PAC committee. It will combine 

D29Connect and Social Justice. It will be a platform to discuss ideas, brainstorming and 

feedback as well as including both progressive and conservative voices. On Monday April 8, 

2019, there will be a presentation at New Trier East about finding balance. On May 6th at Sunset 

Ridge School, there will be a Nora Celebration for the 4th and 5th Graders from 6:15 – 7:15. 

b. PTO: At next Tuesdays PTO Meeting, they will be presenting and discussing the budget and 

discussing their slate for the next 2019-2020 school year board positions.  

c. Parent University/Book Talks: Nothing mentioned. 

 

IV. Family Service Night/Service Leagues: 

a. Reflections: The 8th Grade turnout and participation was great! Giving specific assignments to 

the students is key. We did run out of supplies rather quickly. There needs to be consistency with 

teacher incentives for the students to bring in supplies. Next year, we need to have a better place 

to collect non-perishable foods. 

 

V. Topic(s) of the Day: 

a. Discussion: Student Discipline in District 29 – We discussed the SRS Code of Conduct and 

student discipline. The group was provided a handout Key Elements of Illinois’ SB100, which  

addresses the cause and consequences of the “school-to-prison pipeline.” We then discussed the 

key components of the legislation. It is relatively new. D29 is still committed to “one child at a 

time.” We also discussed FAPE- Free and Appropriate Public Education. 



b. Debrief: Social Emotional Learning (SEL) in District 29- The group discussed SEL 

programming in District 29. We were given a handout which covered different aspects and topics 

of the SEL, where the program is going and what is being done. As part of the Strategic Plan, it 

will be discussed at the May Board of Education meeting. 

 

VI. Emerging Issues & Topics: 

 

 

 


